In both series of dissections it will be noticed that the percentage of parasitism in females is Inueh higher than in males. Since the life-history of the worm is still so obscure we are at present unable to offer any explanation for this fact.
How the grasshoppers beeolne infected is unknown. Since the nematodes are so large when they leave the grasshoppers in order to burrow into the soil, we are under the impression that grass- is mounted alive on a depression slide, a rapid beating motion can be detected with the low power of the microscope in the tibia of each leg just below its juncture with the femur. These centers of activity mark the position of the pulsatile vessels.
The structure of these minute and delicate organs in aphids is .difficult to determine, but serial sections through the tibia show that they are undoubtedly tubular. In the large aquatic Hemiptera, where they were first studied, the structure is more easily seen. Berlese describes them as tubular organs crossed obliquely with numerous muscle bands and continuous with a non-pulsating part on either side.
